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Have you seen the original Blade Runner? I have. It is my favorite film ever. I thought it was totally off the wall. This science-fiction film by director Ridley Scott stars actors such as Harrison Ford, Sean Young, and Rutger Hauer. It tells the story of Emmet Walsh, a replicant hunter, forced by his boss to hunt down and eliminate four escaped androids who have returned to Earth from off-world colonies. Although it garnered an unenthusiastic response from the critics upon its release, the film has, over time, acquired a cult status. In retrospect, Blade Runner was a revolutionary science-fiction film, both in terms of its visual effects and its transformation of the genre of science-fiction into an art form.

First, the visual effects of Blade Runner are spectacularly. Even critics who didn't like the film at the time admitted that the visual part was a success. Here is what Roger Ebert had to say about the film's aesthetic, "The visual environments he creates for this film are wonderful to behold, and there's a sense of detail, too; we don't just get the skyways and the monolithic skyscrapers and the sky-taxis, we also get notions about how restaurants, clothes and home furnishing will look in 2020 (not too different). 'Blade Runner' is worth attending just to witness this artistry" (Ebert). As Ebert correctly points out that as magnificent as the special effects of the film were, they weren't just there to dazzle audiences with an impressive spectacle. Rather, they immersed the viewer in a completely plausible future world. In short, from a visual standpoint, Blade Runner was ahead of its time.

Second, Ridley Scott's movie revolutionize the science-fiction genre. Blade Runner established science-fiction as an art form. The main theme of the film was humanity, with the consequential question "What makes humans 'human'?". This whole questioning of humanity came from the film's story; The basic principles of the film were that the principal character was a sort of bounty hunter chasing replicants, a kind of androids so advanced they could be confused with humans, which were illegal on earth. Those robots were created by Tyrell corp., a company whose motto was "More human than human" (1), to colonize other planets. Some of the androids were implemented fake memories, rendering them unaware of their "un-humanity", but also making them debatably "human." This ambiguity between machines who think and humans lead to philosophical reflections about humanity, memories and mortality in an era were science-fiction, fantasy an horror movies were still thought of as entertainment more than art. In this, Blade Runner changed the way people looked at science-fiction.

In conclusion, Blade Runner was ahead of its time in terms of the visual effects it offered and the way it treated science-fiction as a form of art. Everyone should see it. The question now is: Will its sequel, directed by Quebecois director Denis Villeneuve, bring as much of a revolution as its predecessor?
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